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 Project Application: “Industrial Relations in the commerce sector: analysis of organizational models and tools developed by European social partners and national member states to guarantee more opportunities for workers and companies”.

Budget Heading: 04.03.03.01 Agreement number: VS/2011/0435
The grid is a schematic way of collecting information about the partner’s structure, activities and models of union relations and bilateralism. It is divided into four sections: 

· section 1 (from no. 1 to 6) : presenting your structure

· section 2: (from 7 to 10  ): the European framework of the commerce sector

· section 3: Industrial Relations in Europe 
· section 4: the five themes.
Important note: Prepare the questionnaire in a digital format. Please write in block letters. For questions with multiple answers you may choose more than one response. To answer, highlight the correct response. (ex. ( A ; ( B)

SECTION 1

ABOUT US
	1
	COUNTRY


	Belgium (European organisation), social partners, employers

	2
	NAME OF ORGANIZATION


	EuroCommerce

	3
	LEGAL FORM OF THE ORGANIZATION


	International organisation no profit

	4
	DefiniTION


	Business association




Its membership includes commerce federations and companies in 31 European countries.

	Commerce plays a unique role in the European economy, acting as the link between manufacturers and the nearly 500 million consumers across Europe over a billion times a day. It is a dynamic and labour-intensive sector, generating 11% of the EU’s GDP. One company out of three in Europe is active in the commerce sector. Over 95% of the 6 million companies in commerce are small and medium-sized enterprises. It also includes some of Europe’s most successful companies. The sector is a major source of employment creation: 31 million Europeans work in commerce, which is one of the few remaining job-creating activities in Europe. It also supports millions of dependent jobs throughout the supply chain from small local suppliers to international businesses.



	6
	CONTACT INFO.
	TEL. + 32 2 737 05 82



	
	
	EMAIL: savoini@eurocommerce.be



	
	
	WEB SITE:




SECTION 2
THE EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK OF THE COMMERCE SECTOR

	6
	THE EUROPEAN SECTORAL SOCIAL DIALOGUE COMMITTEES 


	Established in 1998

	7
	Consultation and administrative capacity of the European social partners
	Yes

	8
	ROLE OF SECTORIAL COMMITTEES 
	Deal with EU policies and with consensual issues

	9
	THE SCOPE AND REPRESENTATIVE ROLE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEES OF SECTORIAL SOCIAL DIALOGUE 

(STRENGTHS AND AREAS IN NEED OF IMPROVEMENT) 
	See the representativeness study of the Dublin Foundation: http://www.eurocommerce.be/content.aspx?PageId=41864
Strong points:

· good cooperation on consensual issues

· contribute to have more influence on shaping EU policies and to build alliances

· Gives visibility to the sector

· Support for capacity building in new member States and candidate countries

Weak points:

· Different views between the social partners regarding the issues to be dealt with at national or European level (not the same vision of the subsidiarity principle)

· Not all the EU Member States are represented, weak participation especially of representatives of new Member States and Candidate countries

· Imbalance in the representativeness at EU level between employers and trade unions organisations

	10
	EVOLUTION OF THE RELATIONSHIPS AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS OF THE NATIONS IN A COMMUNITARY SENSE 


	In the sectoral social dialogue from commerce we deal mainly with:

· health and safety at workplace;

· education, training and skill needs

· EU employment strategy

· Follow-up of EU sectoral policies with impact on the commerce sector

· Follow-up of the SD outcomes (see enclosed work programme)


"This project has received funding from the Union"

Sole responsability lies with the author and the Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained herein 
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