Workplace safety

The Law of Occupational Hazard Prevention requires all companies to carry out a periodic assessment of occupational hazards and to create a commission in charge of developing a plan for labour risk prevention, with the support of a specialist on every sector from the National Institute of Workplace Safety and Health. Sectoral Collective Contracts include clauses to promote worker’s safety and health through the development of measures to prevent work hazards, in compliance with the Law 31/1995, of November 8, which establishes thegeneral principles concerning the prevention of occupational risks forprotecting the safety and health, the elimination or reduction of risksfrom work, and worker’s training, information and participation in risk prevention. 

The Commerce Framework Agreement (February 2, 2012), signed by trade unions and business organizations at the State level, creates the State Commission for Occupational Safety and Health. It is a joint commission where workers and business organizations are equally represented, aiming at disclose and report on occupational risks in the commerce sector as well as the rights and obligations on risk prevention of the employer and workers. It will develop informative actions to promote a better commitment of companies and workers on risk prevention, as well as research and development of new products for the improvement of workplace safety and health, and actions to promote compliance of regulation on risk prevention.

In addition, the Spanish Network of Workplace Safety and Health (Red Española de Seguridad y Salud en el Trabajo) has been created to connect multiple providers of information, public and private, on workplace safety. It is composed by governmental institutions at the State and Regional level, business organizations, trade unions, universities and other organizations dealing with risk prevention and workplace safety. The Network aims to ensure the coordination and communication of information on safety, hygiene and health at work to all stakeholders.
